Memorandum 



September 20th, 1$50 



j 1 

Further activities of General Lov frohala* 
He my Memorandum from July 34th, 1050, 



1* A few weeks ago, the Persian prose reported about a Joint 
statement formally made by Genoral Lev Prohala ae Chairman ''of the ao- 
called Czech .National Group and by spokesmen of the Sudeten German re* 
fugees in the jeatem tones on the other sloe* This statement exproe- 
sed In o solemn form the mutual agreement of the two p&rtlos to work 
for the future resettlement of the Sudeten Germans in their former 
; . homes, for the material anc morel s atisf action to bo L iven by the . 

| Czechs anc for the abolition of tho*iaofcauflx feeling of hatred and re* 

vonge* The ota;omont refored oxpreoalvoly to the Czoot), Koravl&n and 
Silesian oreas only, thus minting to General Prchala b cystometic 
j policy of Slovakfal separatism, l#e# o'* the extreme rightist siovakion 

I flblm of full politleel independence from the Czech elements of the 

j Republic# 

! 2# Last week, o report has been oiroulur.ed in the Gorman 

proas that General Prchala, who launched the above-mentioned state- 
ment from his Loncon Headquarters, has orrlvod to Germany in poroon 
and e tar tod informal talks with iudeten German politicians in donn, 
under tho protoxt of exchanging informations about tho development 
of the political situation in Czechoslovakia# 

3# Doth those news have got wldo publicity in the Czecho* 
slovaklua Communist-controlled radio and press, which donounced Qen. 
Prchala as pro*German quisling, wno has boon chosen b % . tho wostorn 
Allies to soil the Czechs on tno idea of o new Gorraa-. ?ro too tore to 
undor 03 aponoorohlp# Gonerul i>ohalo, it la claimed, wanti to play 
the infamous role of tue war-time Ho 1 collaborator Col* i.oraveo 
aoo is now pa o ting with Judoteu Germans to restore not only their 
possessions but also their political supremacy in the czooh area# 

4# Too Czeonoslovak council In ^ehlugton /Council of 
Free Czechoslovakia/ ouloh uaa no official contact with the froiia- 
la group, has officially denounced any steps made bj him and has 
repostodly ceolarec that he la aotln^ an mere private uu*n witn no 
politio&l credit whatsoever, On tne other hand, the Council has 
rooontly appointed its representative in Germany, Conorul Pastich, 
who resides actually in Frankfurt am' has got inotruotlona that no 
offiolal negotistlonc ehoul.. bo tukau up with tho Ludoten Germans 
1 at this time# 

3# I have got reliable reports Trom DP oanpn oil over the 
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theater that General Prchala's untimely action lias created a strong 
resentment against his movement whioh was just about to Inorease 
Its following by a radioal standpoint against Communist appeasement 
and by offers of r^ciUting a C,eoh auxiliary oorps for the, purpose 
of Its participation In the Korean fighting* The Germaq statement, 
however, has definitely turned- tho tide in the General a disfavor 
and it is generally felt that the only profit of his aotlon will go 
to the Communists who are almdy busy to expo£it this rare opportu- 
nlty to blame the ftoet of fsvorlslng Sudeten Germans against the 
Cseah nation and against the spirit of the Potdsam agreement of 1045* 

# 6. I have to agreo with tho popular reaction that 
General Prohalo s move hac been a further proof of the political 
olumoyneso of this good-eoldier-turned-bad-st&teamon* 1 had some 
hopes that wo would eventually be able to look into the Prchala 
ranks for sons of the people wo are planning to use for our future 
projects* "ow, however, there is little ohanoo left that a sincere 
Prohallst could be used without creating more political barm than 
profit with regard to the foot that the rxtlon at home Is still 
Mtremoly cautious to agree with & wholesale return of tne Sudeten 
Germans, at p^possd by General Prohalo* basics that, the attitude 
of the doneral s movement toward Slovaks differs elementarily from 
the generally accepted oonoept of future C 2 oogo*siov&klQn polltlal 
unity which appears a must in the light of the planned terltorlol 
concentrations of the future European political entitle e, 

7* X have expressed my opinion about the political, 
economic and social implications of the Sudeten Usman problem as 
well ns of tha Slovakian question In my h^moranda Vo* 10 and B 5 re« 
speotlvely /June and July lfl4&/ and X don t havo anything to ohaage 
on the principles expressed nereln* with the now development of 
the German problem as the principal question of o Europoan sottle- 
sent it is more than ever apparent that a friendly and psychologic 
sally prudent solution of the Czeoho^erman feud will have to be 
sought end found soon* The statement of G 0 norol rohala, however, 

Isn t but a complete surrender to tho Sudeten German olaims, a re- 
versal of historical faets and an ebsoldte disregard to the psy* 
ohologioal approach of the Caooh people at home to this oruoicl 
problem. It does, o*g*, clolm the nooeselty of an expiation of the 
orlmeo committed by the Gsooho on tho Gormons after 1945, but does 
not mention by one word the orueltlos of tho Gorman occupation du- 
ring the WW IX, Ueithor dooo tho state^ut pu; attention to the 
ofemletely ohanged eoonomio and social pattern of the oountry and 
the reversals to be expected in tbjo field after an ovontuol next 
war* alltogothor, Oonorol ^roholu e auounoement is u flagrant proof 
of an absolute political inoompetaeo snu a rogrottablo lack of 
sound judgment* 
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6* In his above-quoted Kemo oq this subject, 
this writer hae expressed his belief that it might be possible 
to iaduoe e working cooperation of General Prohala with the 
Council of Area Chechoslovakia, if tne former wouid have die- 
missed hie inoompotent advisor* and contributed to an eppeosraent 
by a softening of his utterances against the 1945-46 politicians 
and by an expression of a sinoore wish for mutual understand log 
on the platform of an all-out anti-communist struggle* 

In tho light of the above-eald 9 however 9 
a cooperation with the Coueil • actually the only aomi-offioially 
eoknowto dged representation of the Cgeohoslovaklan exile - 
seems praotloally impossible os the Counoll could hardly expose 
Itself to violent orltielsm both at home and abroad by negotla- 
tlone with an ewov*.' advocate of an unconditioned return of the 
dude ten Germans* 



o* As far® the interests of US Foreign Po- 
licy are oonoemed 9 it is fully acknowledged that the present 
situation between Czechs and Germane cannot be mointalnod for 
long if a pattern of a durable peaoeful cooperation in the Kid- 
die European theater were to be hoomered out* Undoubtedly 9 it 
will be nooeesary in the near future to taokle this problem and 
eventually to ocmpel the Caeohoslovoklon exile repreoontatlvee 
to take It up from their own iniclotive. *«avertheieos 9 the sol* 
rlt of such negotiations has to bo Quito different of Oonerol 
Prehala s approach* As for so their oontonto are oonoemed 9 the 
Memorandum 15 is still considered an elomontar basis for a 
■tart of suoh talks. Thoir detailed speolfloatlon, however 9 could 
hardly be drafted before o more progressed stage of tho interna- 
tional development either by peaoeful moans or trhougb an arsed 
showdown is reached# 

10* It la felt, further 9 that tho actual situa- 
tion requires the utmost confidence of the Cseoh and aiovolclon e- 
loments at home In tho support and sympathetic attitudo of tho 
Voetorn powers# This feeling only can contribute to a vlguroua 
and efficient defiance of the Soviet pressure in case of an og* 
gravoted international situation# The fqot that the Communists 
have cleverly displayed General Prohnlo a statement os a proof 
of an Amerlean plot against the moat vitol interests of the 
Oeeoh nation gives n sample of the methods to be expected from 
our foes in thlL.peeuilar field of propaganda warfare* Wo have 
to take in accost the unfortunate reaction which on overt sup- 
port to Oenerol Prohole and his group would evoke both at home 
and in the exile movement# 

XI* As for as the Western u e rmon propagandists 
aims are oonoorneu, it is felt that the Mormons are today preoo- 
cupled by blggor issues than the Sudeten Garmon quootlon and that 
there is no immediate need of a settlement of this problem in or- 

SECRET 



0 



SECRET 



4 . 

der to secure the Uudaten ^ennans’lyalty and reduce their vulne- 
rability to Soviet propaganda* The treaties 9 recently concluded 
between the Eastern German puppet state and Czechoslovakia and 
Poland respectively are a dependable safeguard that the Sudeten 
refugees will not turn pro-Comnunists in tho near future*- Sea- 
sonable Sudeten German leaders heve 9 moreover , to agree that the 
so-oalled solution of their claims, as offered by Oen.Prchala, 
cannot bo reached by simple mechanical statements, ae any imple- 
mentation of such agreements is bound /the political and eeonomlo 
facts of the given moment, facta which it is actually quite im- 
possible to estimate* 



IE* we have further to vallate the propagan- 
dlstlo asset supplied to our efforts by the Communists in Prague 
by their wooding of tin Eastern Germans, a polloy strobgly re- 
seated by the entire nation* The unvoluntary • Woaoow-ordered 
honeymoon between Prague one Eastern Berlin is a very helpful 
proof of the complete subservienco of the C s ooh Communists to 
their Soviet masters as well os a clear evidence that the Krem- 
lin is anxious to secure Eastern German complacency t the ex- 
penses of less powerful satellites, e*g., Czechoslovakia ♦- 
Any overt support, given # today to such ill-advised one clumsy 
moves as General frohala a recent otatoment, would forfeit 
the advantages offered by the forced fraternisation of ths 
Oseoh and German Communists to our own propaganda* 

13* llie rocent activities and blunders of 
General chain givo a strong warning not to Indulge in any open 
support to his group* The advantages of an improved equilibrium 
Of left ono right inside the Council of Fro* Cseohoolovokla 
-which could perhaps sorve as an argument for hie applntment 
to this body* would be by far balanced by tho unfavorable pub- 
lio reaction and by tho unfortunate foot that the C 8 *oho& ova- 
kian public opinion will fortwlth identify the ^enerol with 
a subservient policy of unconditional surrender to Gorman 
olalms* 



14* Prchala notwithstanding, it has to 
be acknowledged that the genoral tendonolos in the official 
Caeohoslovoklon exile are alarmingly drifting toward a 
continuously increasing influence of the Social Demooarts, 
many of whom were plain Communist follow-travelers in the 
1945*104& period* The influence of the British tabor 'orty 
is evident in this move, os the center of be social Deaooro- 
tic activities Is situated in Mmdon**Paria, on the othor 
hand, has shown o otrong tendency toward independence in po- 
litical matters, whereas the Influence of the Social Democrats 
in the Washington exile center is rated as mediunw-ihis writer 
is actually oxplorlng possibilities of establishing a non* 
marxlst oountorwelght to these tendonolos, which ha?s been re- 
oently spotted oven in tho composition of tho RFB team in. Europe* 
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Though It would a till bo premature to drew any conclusions 
from the hitherto established facte, it maj be already stated 
that there is a strikingly small number of liboral and right* 
wing politicians, Journalists and publlo workers in tne Cse- 
ohodovakion exile as ooupared with the busy and hard-working 
Socialist group* -General Prohala s mistakes hove, incidentally, 
helped to compromise the rigi^-wingers among Czoch exiles and 
exposo then as odvocated of a still-abhorred German appeae- 
ment* 

A prominent personality among today's Czechoslovak non* 
Socialist and truly democratic exiles is cr*tfiroslav Ita&ln, 
fomor Cfoohoslovaklan diplomat in Southern merlon who lives 
now in Montevideo, Uruguay and trios in vain to reactivate 
the formerly representative Czooh conservative party, the Wa- 
tional democracy* ho is, however, fatally h&ndlo&ped by a 
complete look of oapoble cooperators end sol fie so idealists. 

Host of tho other right-wing spllntor groups can be 
discounted as political non-entities* 

Thus, the right*wing oamp in the Cseohod ovaklon politi- 
cal exile is represented exclusively by the formedy mighty 
Agrir lan tjutt party which is, however, handloaped by its ex- 
clusively agrarian Interests and could hardly appeal to the 
entire nation, being by Itself a member of tho so-oalled 
Green Internationale, a union of European Agrarian Parties 
which represent the ir.^orests of the free peasantry»*It le 
natural that this typo of a political party *111 hardly be 
able to cojmpete with the Social domoorats for the labor 
rote and witn the NatlonolSoolallats, who have in tho mean* 
time growlngly yielded to tho narxiot pressure for Socialist 
unification, for the midale-claes vote, 

!* 

15* As far as tho people around General *r—, 
oha l a aro concerned, thore le no indication that a political 
personality of stature # woulo soon arise from this group, fa- 
tally bound to Prohala s dictatorial ma augment* Howovor, 1 
have got ropoatodly carious hints as to tho person of hr*JiM 
Bertl, one of *rohala o fo^ner prlnolpol adjutants, living 
in 5, Southwold Uanolono, v.i. ley koad, London V. *0*, who might 
be, according to my private informations, willing to renounce 
his Prohala affiliation and cooperate in a more sorlous poll* 
tied SO t ting, -Lr • Bertl is reported to havo good contacts with 
the British Conservatives* 

**• Also in London, Dr,Jon ~trrtnsk*>, son of 
the former minister of Justice one Kdvootion reapeotivalv ( 
develops a keen activity along tho lines of the British Libs* 
rd Party and in the European Movement *. c trAnsk? is a former 
Gseohoslovaklan National Socialist member of Parliament.* au- 
thor of a successful London-edited book East r ind Over Prague 
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and vail established in the British uppor classes through 
his marriage with a wealthy Englishwoman* 

Dr*J in StHa 3 k? in Europe and dr*Ivo Buchddek 
. in the United State* represent the moot hopeful type of a 
f : v young* progressive yet utterly non*r>ooialist end anti*Mar~ 

xist Cseehoslovokion politician in the Csech comp, •Though 
'• it seems that the Slovaks have produced a few more of eueh 

promising oandldateo of piitloai leadership, it 1 « certain 
that this type is ex-reoely rare ot the present* 

17fJ*or th$ sake of completeness* the existnnoe 
of the exiled Pooie s Party, a Christian Socialist Cstho* 
llo group has to he mentioned* This Party commanded strong 
popular support both before snc after the wa$ and is no* 
merioally strongly represented also in today s Counoil of 
Fret Gseohotlovokla* Despite its close affiliation to the 
Votloan policy-making circles and the appeal it has ob the 
religion*oonsoioue Catholics, the influence and proepeot 
Of the party are steadily diminishing as it is torn by in* 
ternal feuds and complete lack of capable loedership, 

C |0 a ted and hold together os a middle*of*the*road party 
by the Irani out olerloal politician dr. Jan or dock » one* time 

Prime Minister of the Csechoslavakiou exile Oovommsnt in 

y tendon during wv; XX., the peqio • pnrty was up to now unable 

to overeome the lose of this spectacular leader* 
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